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Go of Fear) 


m hgh We’re jumping back into the Book of Judges to wrap up what 
—— oO oe we started before Advent. We had a great time this Advent 

season going over the hope, love, joy, and peace that are part 
of our inheritance as believers. We had a great time doing 
that, and it is sort of hard to even remember what we 
studied in the Book of Judges. Let us remember that the 
book of judges is about the cycle of sin. Over and over we see Israel falling away from faith, 
praying for deliverance, and then being delivered. The Apostle Paul explains why it is so 
important for us to study what went on in Israel. There are so many lessons and instruction for 
the believer to be found in the Old Testament. We do well to remember that the Old 
Testament was the only scripture that existed for Paul and the others as Christianity expanded 
from “ground zero” in the early days of the Church. Paul tells us, “For whatever things were 
written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope. (Romans 15:4, NKJV)’. Likewise, the Old Testament 
points us to Jesus Christ. Jesus rebuked the religious Jews for not examining the 
scriptures in light of Him (John 5:39-40). The prediction of His coming was all 
throughout the Jewish scriptures and it went unheeded. 


We've talked about the many parallels of these scriptures to our own lives. And this 
morning, we're going to see ourselves in the personality and character of Gideon. When 
| was a boy, | was taught of the bravery of Gideon, but as I've looked at these chapters 
again, | find a man eaten up with fear and doubt. In spite of his ordinariness, we are 
going to see God use him in an extraordinary way. Open your bibles to Judges chapter 
6 as we read. 


Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. So, the Lord delivered them 
into the hand of Midian for seven years, °? and the hand of Midian prevailed against 
Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, 

the caves, and the strongholds which are in the mountains. ? So it was, whenever Israel 
had sown, Midianites would come up; also, Amalekites and the people of the East would 
come up against them. 4 Then they would encamp against them and destroy the 
produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep 
nor ox nor donkey. (Judges 6:1-4, NK/V). 


1 All biblical quotes are New King James Version unless stated otherwise. 


Let's review for a minute this evil that Israel had done. Israel was living outside of the 
covenant relationship they had with God. | want everyone to remember that we are not 
Jews under the Mosaic Covenant. We are under the covenant that Jesus inaugurated at 
the Last Supper. This has sometimes been called a Covenant of Grace. Under the 
Mosaic covenant, God told Israel that if they kept the requirements of Torah living, they 
would possess the land which was given to them permanently under the Abrahamic 
Covenant. Under the Abrahamic Covenant as outlined in Genesis chapter 12, God made 
an eternal covenant with Israel that, among other things, included a unilateral promise 
to the title deed of the Land of Israel in the Middle East. The Mosaic Covenant promised 
possession of that land only as long as certain duties were performed under the law. | 
could paraphrase it by saying, “Obey the law and I'll bless you in the land and none of 
your enemies will be able to come against you.” Over and over Israel broke their end of 
the bargain. Over and over they lost possession of the land that was part of their 
inheritance. 


Although we live in a Covenant of Grace in which we cannot lose our salvation, we too 
find that when we step out of God's will, living in disobedience, and pursue a life in the 
flesh we can find ourselves in bondage to sin. This first portion of the scripture for 
today tells us about the misery they were experiencing under the Midianite opression. 
They were overpowered by Midian, and they began to hide in caves and holes in the 
ground. The Midianites were attacking them and plundering everything they could raise 
or grow. 


° For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as numerous as 
locusts; both they and their camels were without number; and they would enter the land 
to destroy it. ê So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, and the 
children of Israel cried out to the LORD. (Judges 6:5-6, NKJV), 


The Midianites just waited till they had harvested their crops and would then come in 
and plunder and steal everything. It would be like if a nation came in here to Whitehall, 
going from farm to farm, taking all of our horses, cattle, chickens, goats, and the 
produce from our gardens. We would be devastated. 


This is a picture of how low we can be brought when we have become spiritually 
compromised in our lives. Sometimes people need to be “brought low.” People don't 
recognize their need until they have “hit bottom.” | didn't realize how spiritually needy | 
was until events happened by which | lost my business. Usually when we are broken, 
and | mean REALLY broken, all of our scheming and manipulating to get our way, goes 
out the door. | recently met with a friend that told me he is so broken. | asked him, you 


may be broken, but are you contrite? Meaning, are you ready to give up ALL of YOUR 
wants and desires and your blaming of others for your demise. Are you willing to 
exchange what YOU think God wants for you with what God REALLY wants for you. A 
repentant heart stops doing the same insanity over and over expecting a different result. 
It is only with a truly contrite and repentant heart that God can truly begin to rebuild a 
broken man. When God establishes your “goings,” He takes you out of the horrible pit 
within which you find yourself. King David sang about his own redemption. 

/ waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me, and heard my cry. ° He also 
brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, And, set my feet upon a rock, 
And established my steps. ? He has put a new song in my mouth— Praise to our God; 
many will see it and fear, And, will trust in the LORD. (Psalm 40:1-3, NK/V). 


The text tells us that God heard Israel and sent a prophet. The prophet got straight to 
the issue. He explained that the true source of their problem wasn't the Midianites - it 
was Israel's disobedience. 


2... the LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the 
LorD God of Israel: 1 brought you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of 
bondage; ? and | delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of 
all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. " Also I 
said to you, “lam the Lord your God; do not fear the god's of the Amorites, in whose 
land you dwell.” But you have not obeyed My voice.’ ” (Judges 6:8-10, NKJV). 


Just like the Israelites, we can lose focus of why we are often miserable. We can blame it 
on this. We can blame it on that. We often have an inability or unwillingness to see a 
connection between our problems and our disobedience. Not all problems are because 
of our disobedience, but many are. The biggest problem | have in marriage counseling 
is getting people to realize that they are the problem. Their own issues are causing the 
problems. Then comes the finger pointing. We are just so blinded to our own 
deficiencies, myself included. Let's read on. 


11 Now the Angel of the LorD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in 
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in 
the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. '* And the Angel of the LORD 
appeared to him, and said to him, “The Loro is with you, you mighty man of valor!” 
(Judges 6:11-12, NK/V). 


So now, not only has God sent a prophet, but He also has sent the Angel of the LORD. 
As I've told you in the past, | believe when the “Angel of the LORD” that is mentioned in 
scripture it is often a manifestation of Jesus Christ Himself. That’s what we call a 


“Christophony.” Gideon had the amazing experience of having a sit-down chat with the 
King of Kings. The text tells us that the Angel appeared to him and called him a “mighty 
man of valor.” That's sort of interesting given the fact that at that very moment Gideon 
was hiding down in a winepress. For those who have been to Israel, you know that a 
winepress was a dug out rock hole in which grapes were squished by someone 
trampling on the grapes to make juice. And Giden was down in that hole beating on 
wheat so the enemy would not see him. 


3 Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened 
to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not 
the LORD bring us up trom Egypt?’ But now the Lord has forsaken us and delivered us 
into the hands of the Midianites.” Judges 6:13, NK/V). 


This is exactly the kind of thing that we are prone to say to the Lord. | have even cited 
the same great works to the Lord when I've cried out in my misery for deliverance. 
Gideon had this beautiful dialogue with the Lord, and he told him, well God, if you love 
us then why is all of this stuff happening to us. Sounds pretty familiar to me. 


14 Then the LorD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save 
Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?” ” So he said to Him, “O my 
Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and | am the 
least in my father's house.” "© And the LORD said to him, “Surely | will be with you, and 
you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.” (Judges 6:14-16, NKJV). 


So many times, we see people in the Bible saying they don't feel equipped to do 
whatever it is that God has called them to do. But, if God is SENDING you, then God 
plans on EQUIPPING you. It is not YOU that has the power, but it is the PRESENCE OF 
GOD that makes us powerful. It is God that is IN us. God EMPOWERS US. God 
INDWELLS us. You plus God equals a majority. 


17 Then he said to Him, “If now | have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign 
that it is You who talk with me. ' Do not depart from here, | pray, until | come to You 
and bring out my offering and set it before You. “And He said, “I will wait until you come 
back.” ? So Gideon went in and prepared a young goat, and unleavened bread from an 
ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and he 
brought them out to Him under the terebinth tree and presented them. 7° The Angel of 
God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, 
and pour out the broth.” And he did so.’ Then the Angel of the LoRD put out the end of 
the staff that was in His hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire 
rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. And the Angel 
of the LORD departed out of his sight. Judges 6:17-21, NKJV). 


Gideon engaged in worship. He finally realized that this was God with whom he was 
dealing. He now realized that he had been in the presence of something much greater 
than himself, and we will find that he STILL HAS DOUBTS about what God is about to 
do. 


“2 Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the LORD. So, Gideon said, “Alas, O 
Lord Gop! For | have seen the Angel of the Lord face to face.” ? Then the LORD said to 
him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.”°4 So Gideon built an altar there 
to the LORD, and called it The-LoRD-/s-Peace (Yahweh Shalom). To this day it is still in 
Ophrah of the Abiezrites. Judges 6:22-24, NK/V). 


Once again, just like Joshua, we see Gideon preparing for this great battle with worship. 
| think we forget that when we're getting ready to engage in spiritual battle, worship is 
key to the preparaion to go battle in partnership and harness with God. Remember that 
over and over in the Book of Joshua, we saw Israel successful in their battles when they 
sought God's face. Remember Gilgal. We should always make our way back to Gilgal 
where we admit to God our failings and shortcomings and we find restoration in Him. It 
is when we realize that it is ALL ABOUT HIM and has little to do with us, that deliverance 
comes. It is when we come to the end of ourselves that we can see the deliverance of 
the Lord. Remember when we studied “peace” a few weeks ago. Peace comes when we 
“cast all of our cares on Him because He cares for us” (1 Peter 5:7). 


25 Now it came to pass the same night that the LORD said to him, “Take your father's 
young bull, the second bull of seven years old, and tear down the altar of Baal that your 
father has, and cut down the wooden image that is beside it; °° and build an altar to the 
LORD your God on top of this rock in the proper arrangement, and take the second bull 
and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the image which you shall cut down.” “7 So 
Gideon took ten men trom among his servants and did as the LORD had said to him. But 


because he feared his father’s household and the men of the city too much to do it by 
day, he did it by night. Judges 6:25-27, NK/V). 


Gideon started waging war but notice that he did it by night because he still was so 
afraid of his “father’s household and the men of the city.” Brothers and sisters, in this 
new year | would like to challenge you to stop operating in fear and instead operate in 
faith. Stop being afraid of your “father’s household and the men of the city.” By that | 
mean, fall before the Lord, worship Him and seek HIS face and HIS WILL for your life. 
Enter into that charge boldly. Don’t fear what others may say. Sometimes opposition 
may come “from your father’s house.” By that | mean from those closest to you. 
Sometimes it will come from the “men of the city” (strangers in the world). Focus on 
God and on Him alone. Get alone with God and worship. That will precede the 


multitude of victories that God desires for you in this new year. l'Il end today with that 
great admonition of the Prophet Jeremiah, ®? Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” Jeremiah 33:3, KJV). 


Let us pray. 
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